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All you need to know in 30 seconds! 

Dates for your diary:  
October 

27th   Kindy Zoo Excursion 

27th   Chess Classes Year 1 & 2 at 1.00pm to 1.40pm 

28th   Summer PSSA 

November 

4th   Summer PSSA 

10th   Interrelate Year 5 & 6  9.30am to 11am 

11th   Summer PSSA Semi Final 

15th   Kindy 2017 Orientation 

17th   Kindy Ceramics 

17th   Interrelate Year 5 & 6  9.30am to 11am 

18th   Summer PSSA Final 

18th   Kindy Ceramics 

22nd    Kindy 2017 Orientation 

24th   Interrelate Year 6 9.30am – 11am 

25th   School Spectacular Performance 

29th   Kindy 2017 Orientation 

 

Newsletters are available on the school website and the parent portal 

http://www.seaforth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/home    www.seaforth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au  

 

From the Principals Desk   

Our vision at Seaforth … 

We are a community of educators and families, committed to achieving success and developing strength of 
character for every child that will allow for the accomplishment of their potential throughout and beyond the 
Seaforth years. 

 

This week’s key messages include: 

 Prime Ministers Prize for excellence in science teaching  

 P&C and the school working together Supporting our teachers and students  

 2016 School leavers 

 And finally … 

Prime Ministers prize for excellence in science teaching  

Last week, I had the absolute pleasure of accompanying Mr Gary Tilley to Canberra to jointly accept the Prime 
Ministers Prize for Science teaching (Primary) at Parliament House in Canberra presented by the Prime Minister and 
Minister Greg Hunt. 

This is a highly prestigious award that is presented to seven of Australia’s brightest minds and contributors to the 
Science Community with recipients of the award encompassing academics and teachers from across Australia that 
included: 

· Professor Richard Shine, defending Australia’s snakes and lizards, Prime Minister’s Prize for Science (The 

University of Sydney)  

http://www.seaforth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/home
http://www.seaforth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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· Professor Michael Aitken, making stock markets fair and equitable, Prime Minister’s Prize for Innovation 

(Capital Markets CRC/Macquarie University) 

· Dr Colin Hall, creating manufacturing jobs by replacing glass with plastic, the inaugural Prize for New 

Innovators (The University of South Australia) 

· Professor Richard Payne, for re-engineering nature to fight for global health, Malcolm McIntosh Prize for 

Physical Scientist of the Year (The University of Sydney) 

· Associate Professor Kerrie Wilson, conservation that works for government, ecosystems and people, Frank 

Fenner Prize for Life Scientist of the Year (The University of Queensland/ARC Centre of Excellence for 

Environmental Decisions) 

· Ms Suzy Urbaniak—a geologist by trade—who is turning students into scientists, Prime Minister’s Prize for 

Excellence in Science Teaching in Secondary Schools (Kent Street Senior High School, Perth)  

· Mr Gary Tilley, creating better science teachers, Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in 

Primary Schools (Seaforth Public School, Sydney/Macquarie University) 

For the community I have reprinted Mr Tilley’s citation  

Gary Tilley—creating better science teachers 

Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Primary Schools 

Gary Tilley is mentoring the next generation of science and maths teachers to 
improve the way these subjects are taught in the classroom. 

“In over 30 years of teaching, I’ve never seen a primary school student who isn’t 
curious and doesn’t want to be engaged in science. Once they’re switched onto 
science, it helps their literacy and numeracy skills, and their investigative skills. 
Science is the key to the whole thing,” Gary says. 

Gary recognised a long time ago that the way science was taught in primary schools needed to change. So he has 
taken it upon himself to mentor the younger teachers at his school, and helps train science and maths student 
teachers at Macquarie University through their Opening Real Science program. 

At Seaforth Public School, he and his students have painted almost every wall in their school with murals of 
dinosaurs and marine reptiles, and created models of stars and planets, to encourage excitement and a love for 
science. The school is now known by local parents as the ‘Seaforth Natural History Museum’. 

“Communicating science, getting children inspired with science, engaging the community and scientists themselves 
with science to make it a better place for the kids—that’s my passion,” Gary says. 

For his contributions to science teaching, and mentoring the next generation of science teachers, Gary Tilley has 
been awarded the 2016 Prime Minister’s Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Primary Schools. 

The award brings a grant of $25’000.00 to the school to fund further work and professional learning in Science for 

Seaforth Public School which we plan to develop a project proposal for over the coming weeks. The prize brings much 

deserved acknowledgement to our school whist recognising Mr Tilley’s work that has spanned much of his teaching 

career.  

You can find out more about the 2016 recipients including profiles, photos including a 5 minutes’ promotional video 

of our school that was screened at the awards event at:  

http://www.science.gov.au/community/PrimeMinistersPrizesforScience/Recipients/2016/Pages/Gary-Tilley.aspx 

Additionally, visit our Seaforth Public School community facebook page for images of the evening. This has been 
such an exciting event to be a part of and an amazing achievement that our community can be very proud of.  
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P&C and the school working together Supporting our teachers and students  

If you have been following the P&C facebook posts over the past months, I am very happy to announce that with the 
support of our P&C association, we have submitted orders for an additional 20 laptops and 20 ipads for learning 
which will arrive shortly as well as engaging Frost Air to install air-conditioning to all of the remaining A Block 
Kindergarten and Year 1 classrooms which get exceptionally hot in the summer months where the P&C have 
contributed $5000.00 towards the overall cost of the project which if fantastic.  

Additionally, Mr Cowling will be ordering new shelving for a seniors reading corner in the library which will add a 
fantastic facility to the library for our years 5 & 6 students.  

I am very pleased to be able to work so effectively with our community to deliver enhanced resources for teaching 
and learning for our students where together we are providing the tools and facilities for success for our students! 

 

2016 School leavers 

We are commencing the process of planning our class organisation and structures for 2017 this term. A key part of 
this planning is reliant on parents who may be leaving our school across grades 1-5 to advise the school office of 
your intention to leave as soon as possible. Class formation is very much reliant on an understanding of our actual 
enrolments for 2017 where teacher allocations to the school are based on actual school enrolments.  

I ask that all parents that are leaving our school to inform the school office by Friday 4th November.  

  

And finally … 
 
Have an excellent end to the week and good luck to all of our PSSA sporting teams in this week’s round of the PSSA 
Sporting competitions. As always feel free to stop by and say hello and chat about anything and everything! 
 

Bernard Cheng: Principal  

From the Deputy 

As this year is rapidly moving towards its end, there are several programs being celebrated throughout the school to 

wrap up some amazing achievements. 

PBL REWARD EVENTS 
Our Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) team is preparing for our first end of year reward events. These events are 

for those children who have received three hundred Seaforth Handshakes since the beginning of Term 2, 2016 and 

will consequently receive three wristbands by week 8 of Term 4. The events will be organised in stage groups on 

varying days throughout Week 10 with destinations set to be revealed to our students in Week 6 of this term. It is 

the aim of the program that all students attend but attendance is contingent upon being awarded the required 

amount of Handshakes. 

PHOTO DAY 

Our photo day for sport and performance groups was a success on Monday. Parents will be notified when the proofs 

are ready for your perusal at the office. 

Tomorrow, we welcome back the Navy Band thanks to the organisation of the Daly family, for another exciting 

performance for children K-6. This has become an annual event for Seaforth students and one that is always high 

energy and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Finally, Term 4 is traditionally the time of year that Mandatory Child Protection lessons are incorporated into 

classroom programs. These will be occurring in K-6 classrooms this term. If you, for any reason do not want your 

child to participate in these lessons, please opt out by sending a confidential note to your child’s classroom teacher. 

Christine Smith: Deputy Principal 
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School News  

Schools Spectacular 

This year Seaforth Public School is participating in Schools Spectacular for the first time. Following the auditions, a 

dance team of 16 students was selected from years 4-6. Schools Spectacular is a showcase of the talent in NSW 

public schools. The theme this year is Dream Big, and there are over 5000 students taking part.  

Congratulations to the students who were successful in their auditions:  

Tessa B, Stella V, Annabelle C, Sky B, Sally P, Lily C, Laura E, Millie R, Georgia K, Alara A, Grace F, Kayla R, Laila B, 

Matilda C, Kaila T and Stella M. 

Last week, on Thursday 13th October, the team attended their first rehearsal at Sydney Olympic Park. The girls had a 

very exciting and exhausting time, dancing all day long! 

The 2016 Schools Spectacular will be held at Qudos Bank Arena, Sydney Olympic Park on Friday 25 and Saturday 26 

November. 

Tickets are now available through Ticketek. We would love your support and encourage you to buy tickets and come 

to see the show. It will truly be a spectacular event. 

For more information, visit the website www.schoolsspectacular.com.au. 

 

 

Steph Mawbey & Jacqui Wood: School Spectacular Teachers 

School Banking  

 

http://www.schoolsspectacular.com.au/
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School banking is on Monday mornings at Kempbridge Campus. For all Yatama students, please drop your bank 

books into the Yatama office on Monday mornings, these will be ready for collection Monday afternoon. Please feel 

free to email us anytime on 

 pennyandveronica@outlook.com 

____________________________________________________________________ 
Penny and Veronica:  Banking Ladies  

 

Scholastic Book Club 

 
Issue #7 is out now and catalogues will be making their way home this week.  You can also view the catalogue online 
at http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/catalogue.asp 
 
 Paperwork-free credit card orders can be made online at http://www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP  
OR by using the super quick and easy free Book Club LOOP for Parents App available from the Apple App Store and 
from Google Play.   
 
For all cash, cheque and credit voucher orders: please fill out your order form, and submit along with your payment 
in a labelled, and sealed envelope   
into the Book Club Order Boxes at either the Kempbridge or Yatama Offices 
 

 ORDERS CLOSE FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER 

 
 Orders are usually delivered to your child’s classroom approximately 1 week after the date orders close. 
 
 If you have any questions or difficulties please contact me at seaforthps.scholasticbookclub@gmail.com 
 

Kitty Williams: Scholastic Book Club Co-ordinator 

 

Library News 

Book Week Parade 

What a day it was!  Many people commented on how they just could not believe the costumes – they seem to get 

better every year! 

Thank you everyone: teachers, parents, grandparents, children, and most especially our fabulous team of 

volunteers, who cooked for us, served our food, and sold books for the Library. 

A special thanks to John Thompson, our Sizzle-Master, who puts in many hours organising and running our bbq, and 

getting every detail right, always.  No mean feat: this year there were over 500 orders.  This school would not be the 

same without you John! 

Donated Books from Book Week Sale – Coming Home Very Soon! 

Thanks to all the people who bought them, the Library will shortly have an additional $2,500 worth of sparkling new 

books.  The books purchased on Book Week Parade Day have all been “bookplate”, most are now barcoded, and 

very soon, they will be covered.  The first of them should be coming home, with your children, next week. 

Kel Cowling: Librarian Teacher 

Chess News 
Chess Classes Resume This Week 
Chess classes for Years 1 and 2 will resume this Thursday, in the Library, at lunchtime.  New players always welcome.  

If you have never played before, do not worry – we will teach you! 
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Unfortunately, there will be no chess classes this term for students in Years 3-6.  These classes will resume in Term 1 

next year. 

 

Seaforth Open – Coming Soon 

 
Our annual end-of-year School Chess Championship/Christmas Party is coming up on Friday 25th November.  We use 

this tournament to determine who our School Chess Champion will be.  This tournament is open to all children, from 

Years 1 to 6, who know how to play chess.  It is a lot of fun, and there are trophies on offer for winners and runners-

up in every age group. 

 

A permission note to attend this event will come home in about two weeks’ time. 

 

Killarney Heights PS Invitational Tournament 
 
Last Thursday, a contingent of Seaforth students headed off on a chess excursion, to an all-day tournament at 

Killarney Heights Public School. 

 

For many of our Year 2 chess players, this was their first ever tournament.  I am pleased to report that everybody 

acquitted themselves very well, and had a great day! 

 

Our school placed 2nd overall out of the 12 schools participating.  (Our nemesis, Newport, came first.) 

Jack Allinson, our current School Champion, placed 3rd in the individual rankings on the day (out of 120 children 

present).  Well done Jack, and well done everybody! 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kel Cowling: Chess Coordinator 

P&C News 
 

COME AND JOIN US AT THE CANTEEN... CASUAL PAID POSITION AVAILABLE! 

 

Seaforth Public School is looking for a Casual Canteen Assistant to support our fantastic 

team in delivering a healthy food service to students, staff and the wider school 

community.  

 

This role will require you to undertake a variety of activities including food preparation, 

cooking, baking, preparing recess and lunch orders, serving at both the Kempbridge Ave 

and Yatama St canteens and keeping the canteen area clean and tidy.  

 

We are looking for someone who is energetic and fun loving and who can work in a small 

but fast paced team environment. Prior canteen experience would be ideal.  

 

We are looking for someone who can work approx. 8-12hrs per week, mainly on Thursday 

and Friday, and is also available on other ad hoc days, such as School Book Week day 

and Grand friends day.  

 

If you think you have the skills and attitude needed to join our team, then please apply in 
writing to seaforthcanteen@gmail.com.  Applications close 12pm on Friday 28 October 

2016.  

Angelique Dethridge: Canteen Coordinator 
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Seaforth’s BIG Camp Out is Filling up Fast! 

WOW!! The 50 Camping sites allocated for this year’s BIG Camp Out 

were booked out in less than 24 hrs!!  

Due to the overwhelming response of keen Campers The Camp Out 

Team have re-measured the campsite areas, checked with the tent 

sizes already booked and due to there being a few 2 & 3 man tents 

bookings we are now excited to say there are now 10 NEW SPOTS 

AVAILABLE!! 

So if you missed out on a Camping Site and you are still keen to 

Camp….  

Here is your chance!!  

Please email Your Full Name & Mobile number to the Camp Out Team 

on seaforthfundraising@gmail.com by THURSDAY 27TH OCTOBER @ 5PM 

and your name will go into a “Lottery”. 

Winners of a spot will be drawn and contacted on Friday 28th 

October!! 

 In saying that, if you would prefer to come for just the Dinner & 

Children’s Entertainment on the night and then head home to your 

comfy beds we still have plenty of Dinner only spots available.  

Secure your Dinner spots by either dropping your form and payment 

into the office or emailing your forms to the above email address. 

For all queries please contact The Camp Out Team on 

seaforthfundraising@gmail.com 
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PAYMENT FORM AT END OF NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Seaforth Public School  
 

37 Kempbridge Avenue, Seaforth 2092 
Phone: 99481694   
Web: www.seaforthpublicschool.com 

 

Kitchen Garden happenings… 
 
The garden has supplied kitchen classes with beautiful beetroots, which have been used to make beetroot burgers 
with yoghurt and herb flat breads. The amazing red burgers were an overwhelming big hit with all the students. Keep 
an eye out for the recipe on the Seaforth Public School Facebook page and try them. 
 
Kitchen classes continue to support Mathematics concepts giving students practical hands on links through authentic 
learning experiences. Year 3 classes used fractions to divide and measure ingredients and serve their delicious 
creations. This week they used spinach and broad beans from the garden to make dips as well making herbed 
popcorn and kale chips. 
 
Stage 3 classes have explored Asian cuisine linking with their Geography unit. They enjoyed a banquet of Mee 
Goreng, fried rice, chicken and vegetable steamed dumplings and baked vegetarian spring rolls. They also 
experienced the different serving and eating styles as well cooking and food preparation techniques. 
 
We have set a date for a thank you morning tea for our volunteers. This will be on Tuesday 6th December from 
9.15am in the kitchen. We would love to see you. 

 

 
 

 
Mrs Nada Burke: Kitchen Specialist Teacher 

Sports News 
 
Match Reports for Summer PSSA 14th October 
 
Newcombe Ball 
A’s played Manly Vale and Balgowlah North and won 11-9 and lost the other game 9-11 
B”s played Harbord and Narraweena and lost both games 9-11 and 5-11. 
Best Players: Eva and Emily.  Fairest Players: Ruby and Henriett.  Captains: Annalise and Maddy. 
Report: We all tried our best. 
 
Cricket 
Senior Boys played Cromer and lost.  Best Player: Toby.  Fairest Player: Ben.  Captains: Tomas and Jack. 

Report: Today the senior cricketers played Cromer.  We tried hard but in the end, we lost.  
Volley Ball 
Senior Girls played Manly West and lost 6-11.Played Beacon Hill and won 11-9. Best Player: Jett.  Fairest Player: 
Stella.  Captains: Lara and Amelia.   
Report:  The team played really well and we had great teamwork but we do have to work on getting and calling for 
the ball. 
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Senior Boys B’s  
Eagle Tag 
Junior Girls A’s played Balgowlah North and won 13-5.  Best Player: Grace.  Fairest Player: Poppi and Lucy.  Captains: 
Emily and Iris.  Report: Today the girls scored well.   
Junior Girls B’s played Cromer and won 6-5.  Best Player: Kayla. Fairest Player: Laila.  Captains: Maria and Peggy. 
Report: Our passing has improved. 
Senior Girls Eagle 1 played Manly West and won.  Best Player: Tess M.  Fairest Player: Evie.  Captains Leila and Laura.  
Report: We all played well and everyone tried hard. 
Senior Girls Eagle 2 played Balgowlah North and won.  Best Players: Everyone.  Fairest Player: Bianca W.  Captains: 
Sophie and Anna.  Report: Everyone played really well and we scored many tries.  Shay and Imogen scored a team 
try. 
Junior Boys B’s played Narraweena and won 6-4.  Captain: James F.  Report: 3 points to Jaden, 2 points to Zach and 1 
point to Darcy. 
Junior Boys A’s played Balgowlah North and won 8-5.  1 point to Finn, 2 points Thomas and 3 points to Manuel.  
Captain: Noah.  Report: This was a tough game against a strong opposition but the boys played on of their best 
games of the year and came out winners.  Go Seaforth. 
Senior Boys A’s played Balgowlah North and won 6-3.  Best Player: Fraser 1 point , 2 points to Saxon and 3 points to 
Josh.  Captains: Harry and Zac.   
 
Match Reports for Summer PSSA 21st  October 
 
Newcombe Ball 
A’s played  
B”s played  
 
Cricket 
Junior Boys played Balgowlah North and lost.  3 points to Zane, 2 points to Sam and 1 point to Markes.  
 
Volley Ball 
Senior Girls played Balgowlah North and lost 11-13.  For Game 2 played Manly Vale and lost 7-11.  Best player: Stella.  
Fairest player: Jett.  Report: Special thanks to Miss Southey for taking us and being a great referred.  
 
Eagle Tag 
Junior Girls A’s played Narraweena and won 10-3.  Best player: Courtney.  Fairest player: Georgia and Stella.  
Captains: Roxy and Georgia.  Report: We all played really well as a team and enjoyed it.  
Junior Girls B’s played Harbord and lost 1-4.  Best player: Albee.  Fairest player: Cleo.  Captains: Zara S and Albee McI.  
Report: We had a great game. 
Senior Girls A’s played Beacon Hill and won 9-1.  Best player: Millie R.  Fairest player: Georgia K.  Captains: Bella B 
and Sally P.  Report: A big thanks to Grace F for filling in for us. 
Senior Girls Eagle 1 played Manly West and won.  Best Player: Tess M.  Fairest Player: Evie.  Captains Leila and Laura.  
Report: We all played well and everyone tried hard. 
Senior Girls Eagle 2  played Balgowlah North A’s and lost the friendly game.  Best player: Audrey.  Fairest player: Lilly 
G.  Captains: Bella and Lily C.  Report: Special Thanks to Miss Partridge for helping out on injured player. 
Junior Boys B’S played Beacon Hill and won 3-2.  Captain: Willis.  Report: 3 points to Zac, 2 points to Darcy, 1 point to 
Max.  
Junior Boys A’s played Beacon Hill and won 10-2.  Best player: Manuel 3 points, 2 points Tom and 1 point Henry.  
Captains: Archie and Finlay.   
Senior Boys A’s played Beacon Hill and won 12-4.  Best players: 3 points Fraser, 2 points Zac and 1 point to Harry M 
and Will.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening hours 
Monday 8:45am to 10am 
Thursday 2:45pm to 4pm 
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Labels 
Please remember to label your child’s jumpers.   If they are labelled, they can be returned to your child’s class. 
 
Summer Uniform        
The shop is now fully stocked with summer uniform items. 
 

Come in or order ONLINE through flexischools. 
Shorties 
Does your daughter like to spend her playtime at school upside down (cartwheels, handstands etc.)?.  Do you know 
that we have royal blue shorties available to wear under the summer tunic?  $13 each. 
 
Second Hand Items 
We are very grateful for your donations of second hand items.  100% of the sale of these items goes directly to the 
school via the P & C.   It is appreciated if items are washed before donation. 
 
Any queries please email Ashley at seaforthuniformshop@gmail.com or call/text on 0416 225 048. 

 

 Ashley Bennett: Seaforth Uniform Shop 

 

Community News 
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Please support the Business’ that support our school 
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